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Art Unit: 3694 

DETAILED ACTION 

1. This Office Action is in response to the application filed 08/15/2001. Claims 1-20 
are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Conlow 
(US PG Pub# 2002/0069167). 

A. As per clam 1. Conlow discloses a method for supplying information to users 
about each stage of a multi-stage project before dispensing funds comprising the steps 
of: 

inputting a set of terms for dispensing funds for each stage of a multi-stage 
project (Conlow: [0059]; [0086]; [0089], reads on "project agreements"); 



recording data related to the terms for dispensing funds (Conlow: [0079]; 
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and 

dispensing funds after the completion of each stage of the multi-stage project 
(Conlow: [0060]; 

wherein completion of each stage is dependent upon viewing and approving 
each stage of the multi-stage project (Conlow: [0051]; [0081]; [0090], reads on 
"confirm the progress of the task"). 

B. Conlow further teaches the features of the following claims: 

Claim 2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the step of inputting the set of 
terms for dispensing funds comprises the step of entering a completion date for 
each of the stages of the multi-stage project (Conlow: [0081]). 

Claim 3. The method according to claim 1 further comprising the step of 
assigning a number to the multi-stage project (Conlow: [0086]). 

Claim 4. The method according to claim 1 further comprising the step of entering 
a user ID and password (Conlow: [0086]). 
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Claim 5. The method according to claim 3, wherein the step of recording data 
comprises the step of listing the multi-stage project number and a manager 
responsible for the multi-stage project (Conlow: [0086]). 

Claim 6. The method according to claim 1 further comprising the steps of: 
generating a chart listing multi-stage project data; distributing the chart over a 
communication network; assigning an identification and password for approved 
persons related to the multi-stage project; generating a timeline image relating to 
the multi-stage project; and allowing the approved persons access to the timeline 
(Conlow: Fig 10, items 1045 to 1092; [0086]). 

Claim 7. The method according to claim 6 further comprising: generating a task 
box related to the multi-stage project with icons for starting, ending and 
confirming a task; and designating which of the approved persons is responsible 
for starting, ending and confirming the task (Conlow: [0086]). 

Claim 8. The method according to claim 7 further comprising the step of sending 
a message to any approved person that is designated to be notified of the 
starting, ending or confirming of the task (Conlow: Fig 10). 

Claim 9. The method according to claim 7 further comprising the step of allowing 
the approved user to access images of the multi-stage project by accessing an 
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imaging device located near a construction site of the multi-stage project 
(Conlow: [0079]). 

Claim 10. The method according to claim 1 further comprising the step of storing 
the data in memory (Conlow: [0079]; Fig 143). 

C. Claims 11-20 are system and software claims to perform the methods of claims 
1-10 and are rejected for substantially the same reasons provided for claims 1-10. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The cited but not applied prior art teach for providing payment at 
stages of a progress including escrow or escrow-like features. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Martin A. Gottschalk whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 7030. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri 8:30 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James P. Trammell can be reached on (571) 272-6712. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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